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INQUEST &nbsp;

An inquest took place yesterday morning
at the Fremantle Court House before

the Coroner and a jury of six, to enquire into

the circumstances attending the death of a

pensioner named Barr who was supposed to

have died from an overdose of opium. The

jury were Messrs R. M. Sutherland, foreman;

H. J. Saw, B. C. Wood, R. N. Waldeck,
J. Bateman. jnr., and J. G. Flindell, The jury

first proceeded to inspect the body at the

dead house. On their return to the Court

the examination was proceeded with.

Dr Hope sworn said he was an
M.R.C.P. and

Medical Officer of the Convict Establishment.

On Wednesday night, the 13th inst, bet

ween 11 and 12 he was sent for to go to Wal

don's Lodging house, The messenger said

there was a man there who had been given

too large a dose of opium, and Mr. Scanlan

wished him to go down and see him. Went

down at once, and there was an elderly man

in a bedroom, whom men were raising up.

On examining him he showed the usual

symptoms ot having taken a large dose of a

narcotic viz, opium. These symptoms were

an inclination to sleep, the pupils were very

contracted, and he was more or less power

less. He also smelt strongly of

Ether.

Mr.

Scanlon came there directly afterwards with a

stomach pump. Deceased's stomach was very

distended and contained a large quantity of

fluid which had been given him he believed to

try to make him sick. Used the stomach

pump, and washed the stomach out with

water and gave him some very strong coffee

a remedy for opium poisoning, and applied

cold water to toe head and chest. Had him
also walked about till he became a little

more sensible, Witness left instructions for

them to continue to move him about and

keep on giving him coffee, and then
left him. &nbsp;

In reply to Magistrate, I understood the

ether was given with the opium, Mr.

Scanlan said that he had given the aether

with the laudanum
; that he had intended

giving him a drachm of laudanum, and one

drachm of sulphuric tether. A drachm is more

than a full dose of laudanum, and it was a

dangerous drug to administer. The esther

was a full dose. They are both narcotics.

He said that he thought he had administered

two drachms of laudanum. I could not say

of my own knowledge that he had taken two
drachms. One drachm of opium and one of

aether might cause death in some cases.

There are cases in which you give maximum

doses of drugs. The full dose is 40 minims.

Would prescribe a drachm in exceptional case.

when the necessity arose. I do not know
if this was an exceptional case. Mr. Scanlan

did not I think tell me why he gave the dose.

He merely told me that the man had
been to

him for a sleeping draught.

By Mr. Bateman :
cases

of opium poison

ing have recovered.

By Coroner: I saw the man for the last

time yesterday afternoon. He was recovering,

though stupid; his pupils were in their

normal condition.

The evidence having been read over Dr.

Hope said he was not certain if Mr. Scanlan
informed him that the man had sent

for a

sleeping draught. Be was informed at the

house.

William White, sworn said he was a shoe

maker residing in Fremantle in the High
Street, He was at

Waldron's on Wednesday

night the 13th inst. Saw deceased come
in the house a little after 9 in the evening.
Four men brought deceased in and sat him

on the sofa. He wanted to go to sleep,

Mrs, Waldron
thought

he
looked rather

curious, and she sent for Mr. Scanlan, and

they kept him awake till he came. Mr.

Scanlan came in and walked in the kitchen.

He had something in a paper which he put

in hot water and gave him. Could not see

what it looked like. He told witness it was

an emetic. Deceased drank it but was

not sick. Scanlan told witness he had given

deceased an overdose of opium and wanted

to make him bring it up. Saw Scanlan give
deceased about a pint of mustard and water
afterwards. He afterwards gave him some luke

warm water. He also gave him about half

a bottle of salad oil. He waited for about
five or ten minutes and as it did not make

him sick he gave him the other half. Mr.
Scanlan thought if they laid him down it

might make sick. We laid him down but

he was not sick, We kept calling him by
his name, and trying to rouse him. We
took him from the kitchen to his bedroom,
and it took us all our time to keep him
awake. Waldron said we had better go
for the Doctor. Witness went and told

Mr. Scanlan he was;
going

to send for the
Doctor, Scanlan told him to bring stomach

pump.

By Mr. Sutherland: Mr. Scanlan told us
to fetch a doctor. Barr made no statement

before he died.

John White sworn, said he was a labourer

living at Waldron's Boarding house Freman
tle. Remembered Wednesday, the 13th,

and seeing deceased between Hagan's

and Caesars Hotels during the evening.

Young Myers had hold of his arm;
spoke to him and asked him what was the

matter, and he said he felt silly. He said

he would go home and witness assisted him
home, Mr. Hagan also saw him home, sat

him on the sofa, and witness went into his

sister Mrs. Waldron and told her to come

look what was
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and look at him, she asked him what was

the matter ; he said he did not feel altogether

well. Young Hollands told witness and

Mrs. Waldron he had been to Mr. Scanlan's

and got a sleeping draught. He smelt strong
ly of chlorodyne and Mrs. Waldron

asked him if he had any on him.
witness went to Mr. Scanlan's and asked

if a man named Barr had been to his house.

He replied in the affirmative and that he had
given him a sleeping draught. He came

down and gave Barr some Sulphate of Zinc
in warm water. When he returned a quar

ter of an hour afterwards Scanlan was trying
to make deceased vomit. Mr. Scanlan asked

me for some hair oil, and witness procured

some, and Mr. Scanlan gave him half of it,

and on his not being sick gave him the other
half. The deceased asked witness when he was

rousing him if he wanted him to get up and

"step dance." Witness heard his sister say
Doctor Hope was to be sent for.

William Bell Crouch sworn said he was a

seaman. He was helping on the night in

question to walk deceased about. Saw
him first about ten o'clock on Wednesday
after he had taken the Opium. Deceased did

not go out till after dinner.

Mr. Hagan sworn said he was the landlord

of the Victoria Hotel, Fremantle. On the
13th Barr was on and off at his premises all

day. He left about 6 o'clock
and returned at

8.10. He complained of pains in his stom

ach. Had complained a week before of the
same thing. He told witness he had been

to Mr. Scanlan's and he had given
him a

dose that had done him good, and that he
felt much better. He remained till 10 in

the bar, and seemed to be getting quite stupid

and his eyes dull. Advised him to go home
several times and have a sleep. He did not

take any kind of drink that evening. All

that he had during the day was 2 1/2
glasses of

rum. Witness sent him home by a person

named Myers and also sent his barman Hol
land. He seemed very weak and scarcely

able to stand. Next saw him on Friday at
a qualter past one. He looked very bad,

but told witness he was much better. Ad

vised him to get an order for the hospital.

He said he could not eat and witness sent

for some tea and put a half glass of dark

brandy in it, as he looked so weak. He made

him a place in the parlour where he could
sleep. At 4.30 beat up an egg in some

port wine for him, he seemed so weak and

ill. He slept from that time to

6.30. Witness then roused him up
and gave him a cup of tea with some wine

in it, and some bread and butter which he ate
was not there when he left. Never heard or

saw him again till he was dead. He gave

some chlorodyne to deceased a week pre

viously; about
½

of a bottle, but he took none

on witness's premises on the 13th or 14th.

on witness's premises on the or 14th.

He took it away with him.

Timothy McCarthy, sworn, said he was a

Sergeant Major of the Enrolled Guard.
Had seen deceased. Identified him as

William Barr, late pensioner from the 42nd
foot. From record deceased would be about

56. Knew Mr. Scanlan. He had been em

ployed in the old Enrolled Pensioners Force

as compounder at the Military Hospital. (By
Mr. Sutherland: He held the post for many
years, I cannot say thenumber of years from
memory).

Henry Calvert Barnett being sworn said he

was Colonial Surgeon at Fremantle. Had
that day examined the body of

deceased. It

was well nourished, and there were no marks

of violence. Opned the body and examined

the viscera, the liver was diseased and here

was some dropsical effusion in the abdomen.
Neither of those circumstances were

enough to account for the death.The stomach

contained afeculent,
foul-smelling,

and semi &nbsp;

fluid substance. The bladder was enormous

ly distended, more than twice its proper

size. By the Coroner: The use of opium

tends to prevent the bladder from emitting
its contents. By Mr. Sutherland: In poison

ing by opium in a fluid state few traces of it

are left in tbe stomach, it being absorbed

into the blood and thus affects the brain

iEther also is very rapidly diffused through
the system. The state of the man's bladder

was not sufficient to cause death. By the

Coroner: From the evidence I have heard.

and from the appearances, I think death was

caused by an overdose of opium, but cannot

swear it. In the condition of the man a

drachm of opium was an excessive dose.

By Mr. Sutherland : An unprofessional man
was not justified in giving such a large dose

especially, when accompanied by ather.

One drachm is a large dose. and given under

exceptional circumstances; only a man
edu

cated to the profession was entitled to judge on

those circumstances.

George Spencer Compton being sworn
said he was clerk of the Court at Fremantle
He knew Mr. Scanlan. He had never ob
tained a license at the court to sell, dis

pense, retail or compound poison. He was
not a registered Medical Practitioner accord

ing to the Gazette. (Gazette produced of

January 3rd, 1881, in which Mr. Scanlan's

name did not appear.)

Doctor Barnett a member of the Medical
Board, also deposed that Mr. Scanlan was

not a Medical Practitioner.

The Coroner before reading to the jury,

the law bearing upon the subject, adopted by
this colony from the Imperal Law, said the
case assumed a very serious aspect for Mr
Scanlan, but he trusted that the jury would
do their duty. He then read various legal

opinions as to Manslaughter, after which
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the jury retired. After a short interval they
returned

and the Foreman stated their Ver
dict

be that the deceased had met with
his death from an overdose of laudanum

illegally administered by Mr. Scanlan. The
Coroner said the verdict was in

sufficient. They mast either return a

verdict of manslaughter against Mr. Scan

lan who had administered the poison,

or death from natural causes. The jury

again retired and shortly afterwards returned,

the verdict being the same as before, with

the addition of finding that Mr. Scanlan had

been guilty of manslaughter. The Corner
in remarking that the jury had conscientious

ly performed a very unpleasant duty, said.

he did not wish to see Mr. Scanlan confined,

and was rendy to accept bail, which was im

mediately forthcoming.


