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SHOCKING TRAGEDY

AT FREMANTLE.
? � ?

(Fkom ovr own Correspondent.)

At about seven o'clock last evening the
town of Fremantle. was thrown in a state

of consternation by the report that a

woman had been found murdered in Can

tonment-street. It appears that at abo.ut

half-past six o'clock in the evening two

men, one named Coatigan, and another,
went to the police station and

that some children had informed them that
a woman was lying dead at a place known

as 'Fiddler's Cottages' ; they immediately
proceeded to the spot, and there found a

woman on the floor in a sitting posture,

leaning against the wall inside a one-room'd

cottage, her right arui resting upon a box.

She was dressed, but on the right foot was

only a stocking, which was saturated with

blood. The skull had been battered in by
two powerful blows with an axe, leaving
great cavities. The body was quite cold,

and had evidently been dead several hours ;

it was evident that she must have been dead

some time, and from the violence of the

blows death must have been instantaneous.
The woman's name was Mary McGann, and

her husband is supposed to be in Melbourne,
she was considered very light headed, and

had led a very irregular life.
.

At the time

of her death she was cohabiting with an old

man named John Duffy, about 75 years of

age, well known in the town a3 a wood

cutter, and a very quiet man ; he is sus

pected of having committed the deed, but

what is mysterious is the fact that about

three o'clock yesterday afternoon Duffy,
who is known te be a steady man,

was locked up for being drunk and incapable,
and son^e sympathisers who saw him con

veyed to the station intended bailing him

out between seven and eight o'clock in

the evening. It appears that the door of
the cottage was ajar, and some children who

were playing around the cottage pushed
open the door in fun and beheld the ghastly
spectacle. The body was conveyed in a

stretcher to the dead house, to await the

inquest which was held at the Court
House to-day, and for which the following
jurors have been summoned: — Messrs. W.
D. Moore, W. Henderson. G. P. Williams,
R. Birch, T. Smith, and J. Bateman,' jun.


