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CORONERS' INQUESTS.

SUSPICIOUS DEATH AT

Mr. J. B. Shepherdson, B M., and a Jury of
thirteen,' of which Mr. W. Phillips ires foreman,
held an inquest, at the Commercial Hotel,
"Wallaroo, on Friday, March 14, to enquire into
the circumstances connected with the death of

Joseph McGee, who had been found dead
, in a

hat at Wallaroo on toe previous afternoon

nndersnspicious circumstances.
- Ellen McGee, wife of the deceased, sworn,
deposed—The body is that of my husband. The

night before last he ashed me to go for some beer
with him. It was before dark. We went down

to Darke's hotel. Mrs. Darke wonld not give
it to as. We went to the Prince of Wales and

"got it. Pat McDonald came home after ns and
wanted to take liberties with me. I called to
Joe. I left the house at midnight, and went to
Mrs. Lloyd's. I left my husband alone in the
house. He was lying on the floor. Left because

I was afraid of his getting up and beating me,
as be was in the habit of doing it when
he had drink. He did not tonch me

that night. He was asleep when I left him.

Stayed at Mrs. Lloyd's until yesterday morning.
1 left at 7 o'clock. I went down to Darke's.

Returned to Mrs. Lloyd's, and remained there

unt'l taken by the police. Did not know any
thing about it until Mrs. Lloyd told me.

By the Coroner—He was intoxicated when I
left him. He told me to stop in the house and

not go out. He was snoring in his sleep when

I left.

By the Folice —There was not any one in the

house when I left.

By too Foreman—Pat McDonald left before

dark. He had no quarrel with my husband
that I know of. I did not see him fall daring
toe evening. He had no marks on him when I
left. He was not subject to fits of any kind.

Catherine Lloyd, wife of R. Lloyd, carpenter,
said—Mrs. McGee came to my honse at an early
hour on Thursday morning; stayed a few hours

and left. She said she was afraid of Joa—that
he was going to beat her. She left about half

past 6 o'clock. She returned after dinner and
was quite

" tipsy." Last time Z saw deceased

alive was at 4 o'clock on Wednesday. He and

bis wife seemed to be on goood terms then.

They were sitting down in their own place.

They were both intoxicated at the time.

Mary Lloyd, daughter of the last witness,

deposed—My mother sent me to McGee's house

on Thursday afternoon for the washing tub. I
think it was about 4 o'clock. My brother

pushed open the door. I went in. I looked at

Mr. McGee; he was lying on the floor; his face

looked black. I took the tub away. I told my
mother he looked like "asleep." There was

blood about, as'if it had been running from his

ncse.

Mary Ka« Champion, daughter of deceased,

said—I live at Wallaroo. Last saw my father

alive on Tuesday. Did not see him again until

Thursday, when I saw him dead—at about half

past 4 o'clock. I then told Mr. Heath.

By the Foreman—He was accustomed to

drink, and was quarrelsome when in drink.

John Gosse, sworn—Am a duly qualified

medical practitioner. Was called yesterday
between 4 and 5 o'clock by Corporal Smith to

view the body of Joseph McGee, who had been

found dead. Found the man lying on toe
floor, with the left side of his face on

the front part of his hat. That was saturated

with blood, and there was a small pool of blood

on the flcor. I only made a partial examination

nntil toe body was removed. There was nothing
suspicious about the position in which it was

lying. In the evening made a post-mortem
examination. Found several small wornds and
abrasionB over the left eye and the left side of

toe nose, none of which would be sufficient to

cause death. Those wounds would account for
the blood. There was no blood from the month

nostrils. Fonnd all toe organs fairly
healthy, w ith the exception of the brain, the
membranes of which were greatly congested, as

well as toe brain itself. There was serous effusion
into both ventricles. From what I found con

sider the c: use of death to have been serous

apoplexy. The wounds on the face were such
as would have been caused through deceased's

falling on toe floor.

The Jury, without retiring, returned a verdict
in accordance with the doctor's evidence.

The deceased was an old Crimean soldier,

and up to the time of his death was in the

receipt of a small pension.


