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FEAMANTLE TATTLE.

BY QUID-NUNC.

How great a matter may a little fire kindle
!

&nbsp;

On Saturday morning last, about 4 o'clock,
&nbsp;

fire was discovered in one of the upper rooms

of Mr. Mitchell's confectionery store, in High &nbsp;

street, which, providentially, was extinguished &nbsp;

before any very large amount of damage was
&nbsp;

effected. A week previously a narrow escape

of the same premises occurred from a similar

cause, in this wise. One of Mr. Mitchell's

boy learners, of which he has several, placed a

kerosene lamp in his bedroom window ; a

draft through the sash prevailing at the time,

swayed the blind on to the chimney of the

lamp, when the blind caught fire, and nearly
ignited the wood-work casing of the window,

&nbsp;

as may be seen by its scorched appearance.
A complaint was lodged, for reasons des-

cribed in this paragraph, by Mr. Matthews

the next door neighbour, but it seems very
little notice was taken of the complaint ; for,

as I have stated above, on Saturday morning
last the same boy, through his carelessness,

committed a similar fault, and I cannot but

believe that a vast deal of property, and it

may be life also, was in imminent risk of

destruction, which might have been prevented

had the boy's master lent a courteous or an

attentive ear to the complaint of his neigh-

bour.

It appears the lad had tied the wristband

of his holiday shirt, which was probably,
buttonless, with a piece of string, and, boy-
like, had knotted it, and being unable to un-

tie it applied a light to burn it asunder,

which being effected, he threw the shirtdown,
and placing his working one on, descended

to the bakehouse to lend a hand with the

batch bread, preparing in the regions below.

I do not suppose the lad was aware he had
left so dangerous an element smouldering

above him for hours. At any rate the first

intimation of this danger occurred soon after

4 a.m., by the baker, Thos. Sampey, observ-
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ing a sudden glare of light in the passage

leading from the shop to the bakehouse on

the ground floor. This was caused by a

screen which had become thoroughly burnt,

the remnants falling from the ceiling of the

upper storey. Sampey (who, by the way, is

an old soldier), at once divining the mischief

brewing, procurred a couple of buckets of

water, and, with a presence of mind highly

commendable, quickly mounted the staircase

and reduced the flames a
little ; and so by

keeping the three or four lads going with

buckets managed to thoroughly extinguish

the fire, without anyone perhaps besides

themselves and the next door neighbour (Mr.

Matthews) knowing anything of the occur-

rence. Their two houses join, and it seems
j

the latter was awakened by his wife ; and
;

the flames were then distinctly shining,

through the crevices of the half inch match-
'

work partitioning. Anticipating being burnt

o ut himself, and no doubt considerably
' scared,'

being fresh from his slumber, it will be

seen that a next door neighbour in such pre-

mises has a good ground of complaint against

lis next door neighbour's or servants care-

lessness.

Little did our townsfolk in the immediate

vicinity, on Saturday morning dream of the

great danger that surrounded them. These

two houses (Mitchell's and Matthew's) have

literally nothing but matchwork partitions

for walls and ceilings, and a capacious loft

running over the upstairs of both houses ;

and had the fire got a little more ahead the

premises would have burned with the in-

tensity and rapidity of a blast furnace. With

the very meagre appliances in Fremantle for

extinguishing fire3, and the highly combusti-

ble nature of our roofs and frequently of

stock-in-trade and chattels, had this fire once

got a good hold of such a compact block of

houses as were these, there is no

telling, at such a time as this fire occurred,

what amount of property or life might have

been sacrificed. I should not have dwelt so

long on this subject were it not so very seri-

ous a one ; not so much in the negligence of

the boy, or the indifference of his employer,

as in the construction of the upper storeys of

these houses. Surely for the public weal the
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Municipality ought to take steps to compel

the partition walls of these hourse to be built

of stone or brick, even if the walls of the

rooms in each house were allowed to be of

wood, or lath and plaster. In this dry cli-

mate such a precaution becomes imperative,

and it certainly in a great measure would

localize and limit a conflagration.

Fortunately, beyond blistering, charring,

and burning a screen, and a portion of the

wood-work, little other damage was done to

the premises. However, the lad's clothes his

boots, and a quantity of sacks and sugar

bags were burnt, and a lot of loaf sugar placed

in this quondam store and bedroom, was

melted down, and run through the flooring.

A match thrown down from the boy lighting

his pipe in bed, might have produced even

more serious results, both to the lad himself

and the community at large.

Some of your readers who may be agents

for Fire Insurance Co's might now take ex-

ample from the life insuring Mr. Padman,
and "star" the country lecturing on the

benefits of house and property insurance,

the latter seeming as necessary as the former.

Bunting afloat, and bunting ashore is the

order of this day at the port. All this de-

monstration is in honor of the wedding of

Mr. John Bateman, junr., and Miss Mary
Armstrong. Both are colonial-born, and

much respected. Following other folks who

seemd dressed for the occasion, I strolled

into the new Congregational Chapel, where

I found the ceremony being performed by
that dear little, large-hearted Christian man

Mr. Johnston. I quite feel as if I was young

again. I really should like to be married by
one so unassuming, impressive, and kind to a

weakness. He is really the father, unobtru-

sive adviser, and pastor of his congregation,

and I am fully persuaded if a man stands in

this Western settlement without an enemy,
it is our dear old little friend, Mr. Johnston.

The new and beautiful chapel was literally

filled with the (I hope) well-wishers of the

happy couple. The bride and her maids

looked charming, and I could not help but

admire the natural rosy cheeks and thorough-

ly English face of the bride. The bridegroom



Western Australian Times (Perth, WA : 1874 - 1879), Tuesday 21 May 1878, page 2 (4)

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article2979251

looked like a man committing his first at-

tempt at the business.

Yesterday evening, the Lodge No. 2 of

Free Templars gave a tea soiree and ball in

the Odd Fellow's Hall. Judging from the

attendance at the hall, either the lodge is a

strong one, or its influence is great. There

was barely room to accommodate the tea

drinkers or the dancers. The band left about

half past one in the morning, but a powerful

accordion was introduced to stimulate the

light fantastic toe, which was kept actively

employed for about two hours longer. The

tea was unquestionably strong, judging from
its effects upon one of the company named

John Brown (and just now, recovering from
j

a
' Brown' study, methinks I've heard that

name before). Whether our friend John was

a de facto member of the lodge, or one of the

I.O.G.T. (I often get tight) members, is not

material to the issue, as our learned Q.C's

would say, and whether John Pekoe or John

Barleycorn must be credited for the influence

at work in his case is out of my province

to determine. Certain it is, about the time

of the exit of the band, John Brown appeared

to the front, and, being in pugilistic humor,
capsized a ratherofficiouspoliceman in dancing

costume, who must have considered himself
j

always on duty ; and in the melee damaged
the scenery of the stage and made some little

!

havoc among the crockery, which oar worthy
I

R.M. this morning could not overlook with
!

out mulcting John Brown in the sum of
!

about £2 13s. The '{doings' in our police

court this week have been creditably and un-

commonly tame, so that I have little else to

report, beyond this not particularly sen-

sational occurrence.

May 16th.


